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PONTEFRACT CASTLE: 


An Account how it was Taken ; and how Gene- 
ral Rainsborugh was Surpriſed in his Quar- 
ters at Doncaſter, Anno 1648. 
Received your Letter, wherein you tell 
me, That the late News of Prince Eugere's 
ſurpriſing the Marſhal Villeroy, in his Quar- 
ters at Cremona, put your ſelf, and ſome of my 
Friends, in mind of the Surpiſe of General 
Rainsborough,at the Siege of Pontefract Caſtle 
in the late Civil Wars of England. And be- 
ing the only Perſon now living, that was an 
Actor in it, you are pleaſed to deſire a par- 
ticular Accbunt of it; which, as far as I 
know, was never yet tully publiſhed. 
Iappeal to you, and all that know me, if 
ever I had the Vanity to boaſt of it, or ſo 
much as mention it, but ſometimes at the Re- 


queſt of a Friend, as I do now at yours; tho 
I had rather refuſe to comply even with 


your 


„ 
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Lordi, ſitting at V eſtminſter. 


41 


mn re coun — Bene 


„ 


your - Deſire, ire, at this time, than be thought 


ſo vain as to make any Compariſon (other 
than of ſmall Things with great) between 
ſuch a particular Action in our, own Coun- 
try, and ſo publick and glorious an One, as 
that of Prince Eugene, on the Stage of Eu- 
rope; which failed but by one gs of 
having been yet much more. glorious. 

But this I may ſay without Vanity, That 
our Deſign was Honourable, not to kill 
General in the midſt of his Army, hũt to 


take him Priſoner, and thereby to ſave the 


Life of our own General, Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale, then a Priſoner, and condemned 
to die, under whoſe Command we Had ſer- 
ved in the precedent War. 

It may not be unacceptible to you, being 
a Torkſbire Man, to know the moſt minute 
Particulars of this Enterprize, we being all 
Forkſbire Men, who had a Share in it. 

And firſt let me tell you how we took the 
Caſtle, which was a Garriſon for the Parlia- 
ment, as they call'd the Goverment, then 
Eſlablith'd in a ſmall Part of the 00% of 
Commons, and a very ſmall Number of the 


Pontefract, 


[5] 


. Pontefrats, commonly called Pomfret-Ca- 

fie was thought the Greateſt and Strongeſt 

Caſlle in England. It was the ancient Inheri- 

tance of the Dukes of Lancaſter, called, 7he 

Honour of Pomfret : And it had the Honour 

— be the laſt Gariſon in the War deen 
in 42, that held out for the King. 

In the Vear 1648. the firſt ar being o- 
ver, we, that had ſerved the King: in it, ſub- 
mittin to our common Fate, lived quietly 
in the Countrey, till we heard of an intended 
Invaſion by Duke Hamilton: Then we met 
frequently, and reſolved to attempt the Sur- 
priſing this Caſtle; of which Colonel Cottere l 
was — ſor the Parliament, having 
under him a Gariſon of an hundred Men, 
moſt" of them Quartered in the Towrv.of 
Pomfret, and in 0 Apprehention of an E- 


nem 

The Deſign was laid by Colonel Morice, 
(who in his Vouth had been Page to the 
Earl of Strafford) my two Brothers, who 
were Captains of Horſe, and my ſelf Cap- 
tain of Foot, and ſome others. We had 


tht: woe Three I oor, and Fitty” 
7 II Horſe; 
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Horſe, of our our old Comrades privately 
Listed. FL 1E ori 


We tnicrenBortedbotdeves widhſtund 
in the Caſtle; Among the reſt with a Cor- 


poral, who promiſed, on a certain Night, 


to he upon the Guard, and to ſet a Centinel, 


that would aſſiſt us, in Scaling the Wall by 


a Ladder, which we had provided, and 


brought with us. But the Corporal hap- 


pened to be drunk at the Hour appointed, 
and another Centinel was placed, where we 


intended to ſet our Ladder, who fired upon 
us, and gave the Alarm to the Gariton. 


They appearing upon the Walls, our Men 
retired in hafte, leaving the Ladder in the 
Ditch; whereby the next Day they within 
knew, that it was no falſe Alarm, [ao that 
there had been 4 real Attempt to Mcpeile 
the Caſtle. 


They took not a Man of us; our Foot 


diſperied themſelves in the Country; and 


Half of our Horſe marched to Sir Marma- 
duke Langdale, who had then taken Berwick 
and Carli] e. The reſt being twenty or thirty 
Horſe, kept in the Woods, while we ſent 
Spies into the Caſtle, and found that our 


71 
Confederates within were not diſcovered, 
nor our Deſign betrayed, but baly failed by 

the Corporalsbeing Prunk. F 

The Lader being found he next Morn- 
ing, made the Governour call the Soldiers 
out of the Town, to lodge in the Caſtle: in 
order to which, he ſeat. his Warrants into 

the Country for Beds to be brought f in by. a 
| Day appointed. 

We had Natieiofie, andi mad Ife of the 
Gaines Wich the Beds came Colonel 
Morice; and Captain Milliam Paulden, like 
Country Gentlemen, with Swords hy their 
Sides; and about Nine Perſons ce 
like plain Countrymen, and Conſtables, to 
guard the Beds, but arm d privately with 
Pocket · Piſtols and Daggers. 
Upon their Approach, the Draw. bridge 
was let down and the Gates opened by our 
Confederates within. Colonel Morice, and 
thoſe who were with him, entred into the 
caſtle. The Main- Guard was juſt within 
the Gate, where our company threw down 
the Beds, and gave a crown to ſome Soldi- 
ers, bidding them fetch Ale, to make the 
reſt of the Guard drink; and as ſoon as they 
were 


\ 
(GR 
were out of the Gate, they drew up 
the Draw. bridge, and ſecured the reſt of i the 
Guards, forcing them into a Dungeon hard by, 
to which they went dom n by — chirty Stairs; 
and it was a Place that would hold two or here 
kurden 12 NO 1 311 10 7. 
1 ben Captain William Paullinc\ maze Due 
the Priſoners ſhew- him the Way to the Gover- 
nour's Lodging, where he found him newly laid 
down upon his Bed; with his Cloaths on, and his 
Sword, 2 long Tuck; lying by him. The 
Captain told him, the Caſtle was the King's, and 
he was his Priſoner; but he, without antwering 
any thing, ſtarted up, and made a TlHruſt at the 
Captain, and defended himſelf very; bravely, till 
being ſore wounded, his Head). and Arm cut i 
ſeveral Places, he. made another full and deipera 2 
Puſh/at the Captain, and broke his Tuck againſt 
the Bed - poſt; and then asked Quarter, which my 
Brother granted; and he, for the preſent, was 
ut down, among his om Badem into the 
Pungeva, )-SUSIVI 9d. 1 } 
Notice was immediatoly lent to me, lying hard 
by, of the Taking of the Caſtle ; upon which I 
marched thither with about Thirty Horſe, and 
« pen Market day, we furniſhed our ſelves with 


all 


oy: -- ” 
all manner of Proviſiofs from the Town 
There came ſpeedily to us, in ſmall Par- 
ties, ſo many of our old Fellow. Soldiers, that 
our Gariſon was at laſt increaſed to Five 
hundred Men, which at the rendring of the 
Caſtle aſterwards, were reduc d to one hun- 
dred and forty. | 
We found in the Caſtle a good Quantity 
of Salt and Malt, with Four thouſand Arms, 
and good Store of Ammunition, ſome Can- 
non, and two Mortar-pieces. We expected: 
a Siege very ſuddenly, and got what Pro- 
viſions of Corn, and Cattle, we could, out of | 
the Country. 


Particularly in one Sally, having Notice 
that there were at Knotingiy, 3 Miles from 
the Caſtle, three hundred Head of Cattle: 
bought up in the North, going into the 
South, under a Guard of two Troops of. 
Horſe, we marched out at Night with thir- 
ty Horſe, and Halt a Dozen Foot, with: 
Halt-pikes to drive the Cattle. We faced. 
the 1200 that guarded them, while our 
Foot drove the Herd towards the Caſtle; 
then we followed, and kept betwixt chem 
and Danger, the Enemy not daring te 


2 charge 
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charge us, and ſo we came alt fafe with our 
Purchaſe into the Caſtle. This, and other 


Proviſions, we got in by ſeveral Parties 
almoſt every Night, enabled us to keep the 
Caftle above nine Months, though we had 
not one Month's Proviſion, when we were 


firſt Beleaguer d. 


For in a very ſhort time after, we were 
beſieged by Sir Eduard Rhodes,and Sir Hen- 
ry Choldmondly,and five thouſand Men of re- 
gular Troops: But we kept a Gate open on 
the South. ſide of the Caſtle, which was co- 
vered by a ſmall Gariſon, we placed in an 
Houſe called New-Ha/l, belonging to the 
Family of Pierrepoint, being about a Muſ- 
quer-ſhor or two from the Caſtle. 


Some time after, we heard. Dult Ham len 
was beaten at Preſton in gry and Sir 
Marmaduke Lan dale, taken Priſoner, and 


brought to Now, ham-Caftle, He was Ge- 
— of the Eugliſb at Prejion who behaved 
themſelves bravely ; and, in truth, did all 
that was done there. He had, alſo, as I 1a1d, 
been o our General ; we had his Commiſſion 

. for 


_— 3 * 


L111 


for taking the Caſtle, as he had the Prince 
. ofWales's, and we were reſolved to run any 
Hazard to releaſe him: For it was com- 
monly given out, that they intended to 
bring him before Pomfret- Caſtle, and to ex- 
ecute him in our Sight, if we would not im- 
mediately ſurrender. | | 


It being like to prove a tedious Siege, Ge- 
neral Rainsborow was ſent from London Dy 
the Parliament, to put a ſpeedy end to it. 
He was eſteemed a Perſon of great courage 
and conduct, exceeding zealous and fierce 
in their cauſe, and had done them great 
Service by Land, and alſo at Sea, where he 
was for a time one of their Admirals. His 
head Quarters were for the preſent at Don- 
caſter, being twelve Miles from Pomfret, 
with twelve hundred Foot; a Regiment of 
his Horſe lay three or tour Miles on the Eaſt 
of Doncaſter, and another at the like Di- 

ſtance on the Wei. | 3 


1 
Captain William Paulden, who command- 
ed all the few Horſe in the Caſtle, laid a De- 
ſign to ſurpriſe him in his Quarters at 
Doncaſter ; not to k ill him, but to take him 
Priſoner, and exchange him for our own 
General, Sir Marmaduke Langdale; and it 
was only his ovvn Fault that he vvas killed, 
and not brought Priſoner to the Caſtle. 


The Deſign ſeemed the more feaſible, be- 
cauſe the General and his Men vvere in no 
Apprehenſion of any Surpriſe ; the Caſtle 
being twelve Miles off, cloſely beſieged, and 
the only Garriſon for the King in England. 


In order to execute this our purpoſe, 
Captain William Paulden made choice of 
tvvo and twenty Men, ſuch as he moſt con- 
fided in. At Midnight being vvell horſed; 
vve marched through the Gate, that vvas 
kept open, over the Meadovvs, between 
two of the Enemies Horſe- Guards, whom, 
by the favour of the Night, we paſſed un- 
diſcovered. Early the next Morning we 
came to Mexborough, a Village four Miles 
Weſt above Doncaſter, upon the River Don, 
| : where 


* 
where there was a Ferry- boat. There we 


reſted, to refreſh our ſelves and our Hors, 
till about N Oon. 


In the mean time we ſent a Spy into Don- 
_—_ to know, if there was any Diſcovery 

a Party being out, and to meet us, as ſoon 
as it was dark, at Cunsborough, a Mile from 
* Doncaſter; which he did, and aſſured us, there 
was no Alarm taken by the Town, and that 
a Man would meet us at Sun: riſe, it being 
then the beginning of March, who would 
give us Notice if all was quiet. Thither the 
Man came accordingly; the Sign he was to 
bring with him, to be known 80 was a 4 * 


ble in his Hand. 


Captain William Paulden chen divided Fits 
Two — twenty Men into four Parties; Six 
were to attack the Main- Guard, Six the 
Guard upon the Bridge; Four were order- 
ed to General Rainshorow's Quarters ;. and 
the Captain, with the remaining Six, after 
he had ſeen the Four enter the General's 
Lodgings, was to beat the Streets, and keep 
the Encmy from aſſemblin 8 


D We 
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We preſently forcing the firſt Barricades, 
and the Guards there diſperſing into the 
Country, all the reſt ſucceeded as we wiſhd; 
the Main- Guard was ſurpriſed, we entring 
the Guard-Chamber, and getting between 
them and their Arms, bid them {ſhift for 
their Lives; the ſame was done to the 


Guard upon the Bridge, their Arms being 
throwninto the River. 1 


The Four that went to General Rainsbo- 
row's Lodging, pretended to bring Letters 
to him from Cromwe/, who had then beaten 
the cot; they met at the Door the Gene- 
ral's Lieutenant, who conducted them up to 
his Chamber, and told him, being in Bed, 
that there were ſome Gentlemen had 
brought him Letters from General Cromwol. 
Upon which, they delivered Rainsborow a 
Packet, wherein was nothing but blank Pa- 
per. Whilſt he was opening it, they told him, 
he was their Priſoner, but that not a Hair 
of his Head ſhould be touched, if he would 

7 1 with them. Then they diſarm'd 

is Lieutenant, who had mnocently con- 
ducted them to his Chamber, and brought 


them 


[ IF ] 


them both down 0 They had broughe 
a Horſe ready for General Rainsborow, up- 
on which they bid him mount; he ſeem'd 
at firſt willing to do it, and put his Foot-in 
the Stirrup ; but looking about him, and 
ſeeing none but four of his Enemies, and his 
Lieutenant and Centinel (whom they had 
not diſarm'd) ſtand by him; he pull d his 
Foot out of the Stirrup, and cry'd, Arms, 
Arms. Upon this, one of our Men, letting 
his Piſtol and Sword fall, becauſe he would 
not kill him, catcht hold of him, and they 
grappling together, both fell down in the 
Street. Then General Rainsborow's Lieute- 
nant catching our Man's Piſtol that was fal- 
len, Captain Pauldens Lieutenant, who was 
on Horſeback, diſmounts and runs him 
through the Body, as he was cocking the 
Piſtol. Another of our Men run General 
Rainsborow into the Neck, as he was ſtrug- 
ling with him that had caught hold of him; 
yet the General got upon his Legs vvith our 
Man's Svvord in his Hand; but Captain 
Paulden's Lieutenant ran him chrough the 
Body, upon vvhich he fell dovvn dead. 


Then 


[ 16 ] 


Then all our Parties met, and made a 
Noiſe in the Streets, where we ſaw hundreds 
of their Soldiers in their Shirts, running in 
the Fields to ſave themſelves, not imagining 
how ſmall our Number was. We preſently 
marched over the Bridge, the direct Way 
to Pomfret-Caſtle, and all ſafely arrived 
there; carrying with us forty or fifty Pri- 
ſoners, whom we met by eight or ten in a 
Company. We took no Priſoners at Don- 
caſter; nor were any killd, or ſo much as 
hurt there, but General Rain boroæu and his 
Lieutenant, and they too very much againſt 
our Will, becauſe our main Intention was 
defeated thereby, which, I told you, was 
toexchange and redeem our own General 
Langdale; vvho, hovvever, the very 
Night before, had fortunately made his 
_ ovvn Eſcape, and lived to ſee King Charles 

the end + Reſtoration, and to be made a 


Peer of England for his eminent Services in 
the War. 


But to go on vvith our Affairs at Pomfret, 
{ſeeing you have allo the Curioſity to knovv 
vyhat became of us at laſt, After the Defeat 


Of 


nr 
of the Scots Army by Cromwel at Preſton and 
Wiggan in Lancaſhire, Major General Lam- 
bert came againſt us; and then we were cloſe 
ſhut up, without hope of Relief, and our 
Proviſions very nigh ſpent, which put us 
upon Capitulating. and they threw Papers 
over the Walls, offering honourable Condi 
tions, ſaving that {ix Perſons were to be ex: 
cepted from any Benefit of the Articles, who 
were not to be named till after the Articles 
were ſigned by the Governour. 


The Governour, Colonel Morice, hereup- 
on call d the Officers of the Caſtle together; 
and we unanimouſly. promiſed, we would 
never agreeto deliver any Perion up, with- 
out his Conſent. 


Upon this Promiſe, our G overnour ſent 
{1x Officers out of the Caſtle, to treat with 
the ſame Number named by Major Ge- 
neral Lambert. Of our Number I was one. 
When we met, we told them, That we came 
to Capitulate about the Surrender of the 
Caſtle, but they could not expect that we 
would deliver our ſelves up to Execution. 

1 D pon 
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Upon which, Colonel Bright, the firſt of 
their Commiſſioners told us, That he had 
Authority, from Major General Lambert, 

to ente That none of us that treated, 
ſhould be any of the excepted Perſons: We 
told him, That perhaps the Governour 
might be one of them : He anſwered, That 
he did believe the Major General did not 
ſo much look upon the Governour, as ſome 
that had betray'd the Caſtle to us, when it 
was taken. So we parted for that time, 
without concluding any thing. | 


At our return to the Caſtle, weacqu ain- 
ted the Governour with all had paſled ; 
ſome of our Commiſſioners telling him, that 
Colonel Bright had engaged he ſhould not 
be excepted. Ihe Governour asked me, 
what I thought of it. I plainly told him, I 
thought he was intended to be one, and re- 
peated to him the very Words that Colonel 
Bright had ſpoke, which made me ſuſpect 
he would be excepted, becauſe he had not 
engaged that the Governour ſhould not be, 
as = had, that we that treated ſhould nor, 


but left it ambiguous. Then one of our 
Com- 


[ 19 ] 

Commiſſioners told him, that Lieutenant- 
Colonel Crooke had aſſured him, that our 
Governour was none of the Excepted ; upon 
which, he reſolved we ſhould go out, and 
conclude, ſaying generouſly, that if he was 
excepted, he would take his Fortune, and 
would not have ſo many worthy Gentlemen 
periſh for his ſake. 


Upon this, I deſired the Governour to 

ſend ſome body elfe in my Place, for I had 
promiſed ſolemnly, I would never conſent 
to deliver him up; (which he would have 
had me ſworn to before, but I told him, my 
Word ſhould be as good as my Oath.) So 
they went out, and concluded, and ſigned 
the Articles; and after ſigning of them, they 
brought to us, in the Caſtle, the Names of 
the excepted Perſons, whereof the Gover- 
nour was the Firſt ' 


Their 


[ 20 ] 
Their Names were, Wa 
Colonel Motice, our Gove Hou. 


Allen Auſtwick, Gi apt ain W. Pauldery ( 3 
nant, as one of thoſe that kill d Rainsborow, 


Blackborne, Captain Paulden Coroner, for 
the ſame Reaſon; 


Major Aſhby, 7 Theſe three had been our Car- 
Enfign Smith, © reſpondents in the Caſtle, 
Serjeant Floyd, 5 —— we Surpriſed it. 


We were not obliged to deliver up any 
of theſe excepted Perſons, but they had Li- 
berty to make their Eſcape if they could, 
which they attempted on Horſeback, the 


next Evening, by charging through the E- 


nemies Army. At that very time their 


Guard unluckily happened to be relieving, 


ſo that the Number was doubled FEY were. 


tobreak through. 


The Governour, and Þ/ackborne charged 
thro', and eſcaped; but were taken in Lan- 
caſhire about ten Days after, (ſeeking for a 
Ship to paſs beyond Sea) and brought to 
Fork, where they were both executed. | 

Srayth 


8 1 

Smyth was kill d in the Attempt. Auſtwick, 

Aſhby, and Floyd, were forced back into the 

\ Caſtle, where they hid themſelves in a pri- 

vate Sally-port (which we had cover'd, de- 

ſigning to take the Caſtle again by it, when 

there ſhould happen a fair Opportunity.) 

Thence they made their Eſcape the next 

Night, after the Caſtle was ſurrender d, and 
all ived till after the King's Return. 


Thus ended the Siege of Pomfret-Caſtle, 
which was ſoon after demoliſhed; fo that 
now there remains nothing of that magnifi- 
cent Structure, but ſome Ruines of the great 

Tower, where the Tradition is, King Ri- 
chard the Second was murthered. | 


I crave your Leave to add, what I had 
forgot to mention before, that we kept the 
Caſtle, till after King Charles the Firſt was 
Martyr'd : When we ſolemnly proclaim'd 
King Charles the Second in it ; and did not 
deliver it up till almoſt two Months after. 


Be pleaſed that I inform you farther, that 
my Brother Captain William Paulden died 


of a Fever in the Caſtle, a Month before it 
was ſurrender'd ; my other Brother, Cap- 
| tain 


22. 

tain Timothy Paulden, was killed in the Fight 
at Wiggan, being then Major of Horſe to 
Colonel Matthew Boynton, under the Com- 
mand of the Earl of Derby. I my ſelf fol- 
lowed the Fortune of King Charles in his 


Exile, and was fent into England, on ſeveral 


Occaſions for his Majeſty's Service. I was 
once betray d, and brought before Cromwel; 
but I denied my Name, and nothing could 
be proved againſt me: However he ſent me 
to the Gatehouſe in Weſtminſter, from whence 
I made my Eſcape,with our old Friend Zack 
Cowper, by throwing Salt and Pepper into 
the.Keeper's Eyes; which I think, has 
made me love Salt the better ever ſince; as 
you, and all my Friends, know I do, with 
whom I have eaten many a Buſhel. 


I went again beyond Sea ; and,upon King 
Charles the Second's Reſtauration, returned 
into England, accompanied with my old 
Companion, Loyalty, and with the uſual 
Companion of that, Poverty. The firſt ne- 
ver quitted me; the other by the Favour 
and Bounty of the Duke of Puckingham, was 
made tolerable. 4D ESDEDTESL 

And 


WES 


And having now ſurvived moſt of my 


old Acquaintance, and, as I verily believe, 
All, who had any Part in the foregoing Sto- 
ry, being in the 78th Year of my Age, Iam 
glad I have had this Occaſion of ſhewing my 


ancient Reſpects and Friendſhip for you, 


by obeying your Commands in this Parti- 


| cular; tho you will not let me have the Ho- 


nour to mention your Name, otherwiſe, 
than as a Zorkſhire Man, and a Lover of them, 
who had faithfully ſerved King Charles the 
Second, as you your felt had done. 


After all, perhaps, it will not be thought 8 


amiſs, by our Countrymen of TZorkſhrre at 
leaſt, that I have lived on to this time; if for 
nothing elſe, yet for this, that when the 


Memorable Action at Cremona ſhall hereaf- 


ter be ſpoken of, with the Honour it de- 
ſerves, this Attempt. at wah may not 
be altogether forgotten by Poſterity. | 


) 


Sr, Iam your moſt Faithful 
2 Humble Servant, 


31. 102. 


Thomas Paulden. 


77 hat 


What follows war taken from ſome Papers W M 


ur Marma 
15 by the Right Honourable the Lord 
5 gle. fro 00590 ; TY 
IR Marmaduke Langdale retreat 
_ IE Duke Hamilton, till they came to Loce- 
1 rer in Sta affordfpire , at which Place Duke 
1.8 Hamilton reſolv'd to deliver himſelta Priſo- 
11 ner to the Enemy, which Sir Marmaduke 
| L.angdale would not do; but endeavouring 
to make an Eſcape with about ten more, 
were taken Priſoners near Notting y 
22 from thence, and were brought co 


duke Langdale, communicated 
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